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WELCOME

Skiers, coaches and families,

Welcome to the 2024 Wisconsin Nordic Ski League 
State Championship. The league is excited to be able 
to host a competition showcasing the greatest middle 
and high school skiers from around the state as 
well as providing opportunities for those developing 
athletes to experience the support and camaraderie 
of the skiing community. Due to the low snow 
conditions and the need to move the State Meet to 
the first weekend in March, the competition has been 
combined with both the final Great Lakes JNQ event 
and Youth Cup Championships that were originally 
scheduled to be in Rhinelander and Minocqua

Good luck as you test yourself this weekend and 
strive to reach your goals after a season of hard work. 

Best of Luck,
Ben Popp
President, WNSL

Development & Promotion 
of Nordic Skiing 
Opportunities for Wisconsin 
Youth & Junior Skiers.

WNSL MISSION

Ben Popp – President
Andrew Johnson – Vice President
Dale Fanney – Secretary
Tamara Bryant – Treasurer

LEAGUE OFFICERS
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Weather conditions may dictate schedule changes.

Wednesday, February 28
	■ 7:00 pm – Coaches Meeting via Zoom

Friday, March 1
Location: Birkie Start Area

	■ 3:00  – 6:00 PM – Course opens for race 
inspection and practice

	■ 2:00 - 4:30 pm – Bib Pickup 
(Near Great Hall at the Birkie Start Area)

Saturday, March 2
Location: Birkie Start Area

Race Format: Classic Interval Start

	■ 7:30 AM – Course Open for Warm-up
	■ 8:00 AM – Late Bib Pick-up Open
	■ 9:00 Races Start and will run in the following order

	■ JNQ Boys
	■ HS Boys
	■ JNQ Girls
	■ HS Girls
	■ Break
	■ MS/Youth Cup Boys
	■ MS/Youth Cup Girls

Races on Saturday will use an interval start with one skier released every 30 
seconds for HS/JNQ and 15 seconds for MS/Youth Cup.

Sunday, March 3
Location: Birkie Start Area 

Race Format: Freestyle Interval Start

	■ 6:30 AM – Course Open for Warm-up
	■ 7:00 AM – Late Bib Pick-up Open
	■ 8:00 Races Start and will run in the following order

	■ JNQ Girls
	■ HS Girls
	■ JNQ Boys
	■ HS Boys
	■ Break
	■ MS/Youth Cup Girls
	■ MS/Youth Cup Boys

Races on Saturday will use an interval start with one skier released every 30 
seconds for HS/JNQ and 15 seconds for MS/Youth Cup

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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OK, I’m going to admit that my attempt at predicting the Sprint Championship at Ariens Nordic 
Center, first weekend of February, was a little light on facts.  I got the hot part right; klister, 
excitement, some drama, and sun scorched noses.  In review, the right names were dropped, of 
teams, strengths, and gaps.  Now to the final chapter of the bizarre and inspiring 2024 ski season.

The distance championships were originally planned for that second weekend of February, 
directly following the sprints.  Didn’t happen.  As to be expected, the folks over at the Birkie Start 
had a 50th planned and wanted to save every scrap of snow crystals they had, and more.  Can’t 
blame them as they produced a modern miracle.

Now, after fulfilling that mirage of happenings, the happily ever after victories of Diggins and 
Schumacher, time to squeeze in a mish mash of a season finale.  Yes, there will be a Distance 
Championship, just not in the same format as usual. 

Due to cancellations in Rhinelander and Minocqua Winter Park the final Great Lakes JNQ and 
CXC Youth Festival got moved over and layered in with the Wisconsin High School Nordic 
Championship at the Birkie Start, Cable.  To accommodate the various needs of all,  concessions 
were made.  A 3.3k loop x 2 will be the battleground for the JNQ/HS group while one lap will 
suffice for the Youth Cup/MS.  Another change to keep things less complicated will be individual 
starts.  For the high school and middle championship the two day’s results will be accumulated to 
name a pursuit champion.  

Of course the absolute final placing should blend, once more, results from the two weekends, 
both individuals and teams.  JNQ and Youth standings will be pulled from the high school/middle 
school results to produce the various teams being named.

Mother Nature continues to raise her fickle hand this year and the upcoming weekend will be no 
different.  Current predictions are calling for a high of 55 on Saturday for the Classic and 60 on 
Sunday for freestyle.  It is early March, so whatever…

We’ll start with the boys, as that’s how the schedule flows.  Two guys are in the running for the 
top spot; Jack Dahlby, Chippewa Valley Nordic and Owen Wick, Ashwaubenon Nordic Ski Team.  

Ken Schoville

2024 WNSL State Distance Championship 
Prediction
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Also in the hunt; Kristian Hudacek, CVN, Cole Anderson and brother Ian, Iola Winter Sports Club, 
Dietrich Mattison, Blackhawk, as well as Charlie Vater, Iola. 

We have the “time trial” aspect of the weekend to factor in.  Some skiers, and coaches, are better 
equipped for the ride, flying through the woods ASAP, with sometimes skiers around, but many 
times not.  With 30 second intervals there is a fair gap to consider.  With only so many coaches on 
course, giving only so many splits, there’s pacing to consider, and sometimes a “drifty” mindset, 
unlike a mass or pursuit where multiple bodies give the ski struggles another vibe.  With a lack of 
head to head data/results, you can see some gray areas in the prediction game.

Klister for the classic should not be a problem.  With plenty of opportunities to gain klister 
knowledge, every team should be equipped and knowledgeable.  Skiers should have had skis 
dialed in for their various flex zones and had some experience kicking klister.  However, some 
adapt better than others, athletes and coaches.

So for the boys I’m giving Owen Wick, ANST, the nod.  He’s gone back and forth with Ian 
Anderson, Iola, and Kristian Hudacek, CVN, all winter.  He comes from a team strong in the 
classic, can do well in freestyle, and is a senior, my pick for #1.  Behind him, a roll of the dice.  
The aforementioned characters all feature big lungs, savvy coaches, good programs, and guts 
galore.  May the best man win, place, and draw.

Team wise, Iola seems ready to take the top spot with depth and ability.  They lead from the 
sprint weekend and seem healthy.  Having said that, ANST is five points back, and a slip here and 
there could upset the apple cart.  Adding to the pressure is CVN with a group of strong motivated 
boys, only eight points out of first, close enough to smell the sweet spot of the top podium.

The individual girls have battled back and forth all season; JNQ’s, Iola, and the State Sprints.  
While some trends emerge, I think these results will go down to the wire.
Josephine Kwasny and Greta Dickman, both IWSC, have to be in the mix.  As teammates they 
swap back and forth on the high end of the results board and show no signs of stopping.  Sure, 
one may sprint faster, one has a preferred technique, but when push comes to shove they are 
close competitors.

Throw Lauren Carlton, ANST, into the mix and she may split or top the two from Iola.  Peak 
always has good girls, just a part of the team history and makeup.  They led all teams at the Iola 
Meet in January, both free and classic.  Granted there were some key players missing, but it was 
home turf for the Iola girls, usually an advantage.  Not so on those two days.  So now we can 
throw Anne Straka, Riley Grossklaus, Krin Blegen, and Sophia Jedlewska into the mix, and three 
out of four ain’t bad for scoring.  When Someone’s down, the others pickup.

So, after the dust settles on Sunday, I see Greta Dickman, Iola,  atop the podium.  Good skiing 
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friend Josephine Kwasny on one side, and Lauren Carlton on the other.

Which side?  Stay tuned as there will be a heated debate over the weekend ski trails.

The girl’s team seems less dramatic after the sprint weekend.  IWSC leads with 148 points, PEAK 
123, and ANST with 115.  As frequently happens, a lot depends on number 3; and perhaps four 
and five as they act as displacers for scoring purposes.

I know there’s going to be some head shaking on this one, but I see Peak at the top of the 
Podium.  Sure, there’s a fair number of points to make up to Iola, but I’ve seen motivated skiers 
before, and there are a lot of Peak skiers to motivate.  Oftentimes numbers count, larger teams 
have a deeper bench and that translates to more scoring potential.  IOLA number two spot, ANST 
third.

What a year.  From the lows of endless snowless practices, also called extensive dryland,  all the 
coaches of the state should get an extra bonus check added to their huge salaries.  From the 
worst of times to the best, we’re riding the emotional Tsunami of the Wirth World Cup, to the 
Impossible Birkie 50th, to the 2024 Wisconsin High School Nordic Championship/GL JNQ/CXC 
YouthCup Festival.  Let’s go out with a BANG!

Ken Schoville

2024 WNSL State Sprint Championship 
Prediction

What a weird, wild, wacky winter.  If it wasn’t for good news from Europe we’d all be crying in our 
rapidly melting snowpack as we watched white turn to gray and ugh! Brown!  God bless snowmaking 
and with my good business sense I’m going to be investing all my petty cash where it should 
have gone before.  Of course the northern tier of Wisconsin got used to good winters; bountiful, 
beautiful, winter wonderland stuff; record setting in many departments, including using up grooming 
equipment with accumulating hours that now sits idle.  Enough whining, on to the good stuff.

Several years ago the Wisconsin Nordic Ski League decided that it would be a good thing to make 
sprinting on par with the distance championship.  If you were a high school skier who had aspirations 
of being a state champ, or in the hunt competitively speaking, you needed to do well at both events 
on two weekends.

Of course Nordic race types are blessed with both fast twitch and slow twitch muscle fibers to varying 

7
2024 WNSL STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS



degrees all linked to a cardiovascular system that is trained to a multitude of finite levels and then 
harnessed to a spirit that has a personality able to withstand pain, suffering, possible humiliation and 
angst for the joys of competition.

If it was track we’d have a duathalon combining 800m speed  and 7,000m endurance; the 
physiological ying and yang of high school skiing in Wisconsin producing an “Skimeister”.  Works for 
me.  They do it on the World Cup in a different fashion over a season with the same outcomes, with 
elite profiles that is.

Over the past dozen or so years sprinting has resided in Madison; first around the Square as part of 
a surreal trucked in Winter Festival, later to a west side park, Elver, and finally to the CXC Outdoor 
Center in Middleton, all run under the good graces of CXC and one of the local ski clubs; MadNorSki.   
Through mutual agreement, WNSL assumed control of the event and the fantabulous new Ariens 
Nordic Center in Brillion became the venue de jour and Wow! What a shining new, vast array of 
snowmaking equipment you have there folks!  A great place to be this year.

Saturday is Team Sprints day and with around 350 skiers entered it should be nonstop action; high 
school in the morning and middle school afternoon of the freestyle variety. Two person teams, 
everybody plays the game, some longer than others, and by late afternoon we will see who’s done 
their homework.  

Sunday is an individual classic day with many waxologists pouring over the klister tubes as temps are 
predicted to swing from sub 32 qualifying to 40+ degrees for the rounds.  Klister blister will be a real 
deal for some, along with a fair amount of sweat and sunscreen for all.  This is the last year of a SWIX/
WNSL deal limiting selection for glide, but with a full range of non flouro kickers to choose from.

In “the old days” the northern teams might have had a psychological/physiological edge based on 
snow time and length of season. This, of course, is  a long standing myth exposed countless times 
by well coached southern teams with smug attitudes, chips on the shoulder, “we’ve got something 
to prove” enthusiasm, and long bouts of roller skiing,  along with judicious road trips. Unfortunately 
almost everyone has the same problem this year, so we’ll see which cream rises to the top.

This year’s predictions are fundamentally flawed, lacking in hard data, and limited to a couple of JNQ 
sprint results, marred by Usomethings age groups muddying the waters and fogging up my crystal 
ball. Sure, we can look at last year’s sprint results, wade through the select kids doing the GL JNQ 
circuit, but to get head to head, all together results? Pure ethereal, will o’ the wisp, phantom musings.  
Not much to go on here, but drawing on outside/insider resources, a few key trends are observable.

Iola Winter Sports Club stepped in for the Rhinelander Hodag Challenge this year as the biggest ski 
event prior to the two championship weekends.  Two days of mass starts, freestyle and then classic 
brought out some tight racing and meaty results.

In the boy’s team scoring Iola stands out for both depth and quality.  The Iola ski coaches have 
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made some sort of devil’s pact with the Stevens Point high school cross country running coaches, a 
perennial state powerhouse, effectively handing over enviable Vo2 Max capacity.  Throw in a bunch 
of technique training, depth, chemistry, and you have my #1 pick.

However, Chippewa Valley Nordic, is also riding high in the boys department and had a key player 
missing at the big Iola meet.  If healthy and all present, they’ll be locked and loaded, ready to rumble 
on the corn snow.

The number three spot will be contested between ANST and Peak, tough to call at this point and 
it may depend on the klister kids hitting the sweet spot of grip and glide as temperatures and sun 
exposure play havoc at the wax table.  Fun times ahead.

The girls’ team predictions also hinge on the wax table, obviously, but also who’s recovered from the 
latest corona/nano/rhino crap that’s been making the rounds this winter and shows up present in 
more than body only. It’s just my personal conspiracy theory, but it seemed that we had a lot fewer 
colds and flu with a good dose of sub zero temperatures, hard to find this winter.  I’m checking my 
sources, but I believe Aaron Rodgers agrees with me.

Peak and Iola were a point apart at the big meet and ANST was missing their #1 girl. As you recall, 
numbers don’t lie and Peak has the numbers.  It’s not just the top three per team that matter, but 
all the little pushes from below as team members train and travel that add up.  But, with a full ANST 
squad, healthy, on a close to home turf, properly motivated, and and with a screaming crowd in the 
spectators mosh pit….definitely a run for the number one spot.  That’s not to say that Bay Nordic and 
Chippewa Valley Nordic are left out.  They’re both going to have some top ten spots and that third 
place podium block has a big question mark on it at this time.

After an El Niño for the record books we’re finally to the start of the championship weekends; the 
clan is coming together.  The bags are packed, the skis waxed, coaches and team managers primed 
to kick in the necessary ingredients to the traveling teams road show.  The silvery crystals of Ariens 
awaits.  It’s gonna be a hot one!
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Course/Venue Info & Map

Spectator Parking will be east of the Great Hall or in the Telemark lots. It is highly recommended 
that you park in the Telemark lots and walk down to the course as the road into the race area is 
anticipated to be very soft and muddy.

PLEASE BE SURE TO ACCESS THE VENUE VIA TELEMARK RD AND NOT MCNAUGHT
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NORTHERN
CONFERENCE TEAMS

4-H CANSKI Middle School

High School CANSKI

Chippewa Valley Nordic Ski Team

Hayward Hurricanes Nordic Ski Team

Lakeland Nordic Ski Team

Spooner Nordic Ski Team

Rhinelander High School Nordic

Blue Collar Nordic

Menomonie Mustang Nordic

13
2024 WNSL STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS



LAKELAND NORDIC SKI TEAM

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEAM

HIGH SCHOOL TEAM
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SPOONER NORDIC SKI TEAM
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RHINELANDER HIGH SCHOOL NORDIC
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CENTRAL
CONFERENCE TEAMS

Bay Nordic

Iola Winter Sports Club

Wausau Nordic United

Ashwaubenon Nordic Ski Team

Antigo Area Nordic
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IOLA WINTER SPORTS CLUB
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WAUSAU NORDIC UNITED

High School Team
Standing left to right: Coach Ernie Luedke, Emily Jahns, Dakota Myers, Jack Lackman, Lucy Wright, Fiona 
Ballard, Christiana Nordstrom, Nick Johnkoski, Rowan Ballard, Anja Oestreich, and Coach Olivia Dreger  

Kneeling: Margaret  Bennett and Victoria Myers

Middle School Team
Back row: Cade Jensen, Emmett French, Elsa Oesterich, Jimmy Peck, Julia Hauan, William Jahns, Coach 
Jon Oesterich Middle row: Olivia Schmidt, Ingrid Bennett, Jack Young, Maeve Bennett, Lena Zielinski, 

Matthew Rodziewicz, Owen Eisele Front row kneeling: Elliott Eisele and Eva Rose French
Not pictured: Connor Knoepke and Lily Scheafer
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ASHWAUBENON NORDIC SKI TEAM

Front L to R;  Paige Beining, Ben Beining, Collin Johnson, Lauren Carlton, Ella Swanson, Charlie Van 
Gheem, Taylor Zhang, Edison Wojtyla, Eden Wojtyla.

Back L to R:  Coach Evan Haas, Coach Scott Putman, Owen Wick, Jacob Shobe, Ben Buchmann, Sean 
Johnson, Erik Johnson, Keegan Herzog, Ben Kelleher, Coach Bernie Rocheleau, Allison Wojtyla, Coach 

Brian Swanson

not pictured: Van Lutsey
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SOUTHERN
CONFERENCE TEAMS

Peak Nordic Ski Club

Ice Age Nordic

Northern Kettle Moraine Nordic

Madison Nordic Ski Team

Blackhawk Nordic Ski Team

Snowflake Nordic
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PEAK NORDIC SKI CLUB



NORTHERN KETTLE MORAINE NORDIC
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MADISON NORDIC SKI TEAM



BLACKHAWK NORDIC SKI TEAM

High School Team
Front Row (L-R):  Emily Zuegge, Davin Tantivivat, Sophie Stephenson, Celia Wallace, Noah Matzke, Evan 

Lawn, Ethan Breiby, David Banker, Walter Grady, Eric Thuesen, Coach Alysa Hinde
Back Row (L-R):  Coach Chris Lawn, Eleanor Lawler, Anika Thuesen, Amelia Kydd, Hawthorne Breiby, Cole 
Kleinsteiber, Dietrich Mattison, Jasper Rothenberg, Joseph Julie, Elliott Mattison, Theo Hubanks, Gabe 

Lee, Bjorn Rogall, Zach Tang

Middle School Team
Front Row (L-R):  Andrew Bertram, Peter VanDuyne, Neal Bumpus, Koen Mattison, Finn Rothenberg, 
Annelise Staskowski, Marie Hutchins, Charlotte Stephenson, Agnes Hicken-Mackey, Greer Hinke, Edwin 

Miles, Elliott Bauer
Middle Row (L-R):  Joseph Brenner, Billy Dean, John-Henry Lee, Greta Lawn, Paulina Blasiole, Leona 
Matzke, Sally Dean, Kirsten Bartlett, Kiersten Lawn, Eve Oscar, Ayla Harlowe, Sarinah Hicken-Mackey, 

Eleanor Engen, Lily Markowski, Indigo Gribb
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SNOWFLAKE NORDIC

L to R, standing: August Roberts, Sylvie Pierce, Hazel Goltz, Ardyn Pierce
On ground: Henry Roberts
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GUEST
 TEAMS

Lake City Nordic

Red Wing Nordic

Rochester Active Sports Club

SISU Endurance Team
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LAKE CITY NORDIC
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LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
WISCONSIN NORDIC SKI LEAGUE

For more information about the Wisconsin Nordic Ski League, league 
schedules, or to sponsor a team in your community, please visit the 
WNSL website at wisconsinxcski.org.


